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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS IN CHIEF

Itis our pleasure to present the twelfth issue of PVLDB Volume 19. While the previous eleven issues covered research track
papers that have been accepted to PVLDB and will be presented at the VLDB 2026 Conference, Issue 12 includes all other
contributions, including the VLDB Endowment Award talks, Keynote talks, VLDB 2026 Special Event Panels, Research
Panels, as well as peer-reviewed Industrial papers, Demonstrations, Tutorials, and Workshops, which are also part of the
VLDB 2026 program.

The Industrial Track of VLDB 2026 bridges the gap between innovative data systems research and practical deployment,
covering the full spectrum of commercial and industrial-strength (including open-source) data management systems and
solutions, as well as novel applications and firsthand experiential reports from tackling challenging industry problems. Of
particular note, over thirty percent of the submissions explored the integration of artificial intelligence with database
systems, while the remainder addressed more conventional database topics. A total of 121 papers were submitted, of which
49 were accepted following a rigorous review process that ensured that each manuscript was evaluated by at least three
knowledgeable reviewers and included a paper revision phase. Prior to final acceptance, the Program Committee carefully
verified that all requested revisions had been adequately addressed. The resulting program features eight thematic
sessions, supplemented by dedicated poster sessions.

The VLDB 2026 Demonstration Track showcases innovative data-management systems, tools, and applications through
interactive presentations. To support a review process that was both rigorous and scalable, a diverse group of distinguished
researchers served as Associate Editors (AEs), overseeing review quality and consistency and facilitating discussions
among reviewers. In addition, automated conflict of interest (Col) checks were conducted using the CLOSET System.
Furthermore, the review form was specifically tailored to better align with the unique characteristics of demonstration
submissions. The track received a substantial number of submissions, totaling 224, out of which 92 were accepted for
presentation, resulting in an acceptance rate of 41%. Each submission was reviewed by three expert reviewers under the
responsibility of an AE. The accepted demonstrations were organized into three thematic double sessions: Graph, Systems
and Infrastructure; Query Processing, Al and Data Agents; and Data Quality, Analytics and Applications. Together they
spanned graph and query infrastructure, agentic and LLM-assisted data access, data preparation and quality, and
trustworthy data-intensive applications. The candidates for the Best Demonstration Award were proposed by AEs on the
basis of the accepted proposals.

The Tutorial Track of VLDB 2026 covers state-of-the-art research, development, and applications in data management or
related areas, including interdisciplinary areas. This year, we received 31 submissions, out of which we accepted 15
tutorials. We thank all authors for their contributions to the track, and the program committee for their work in reviewing
a growing number of submissions. The Tutorial Program Committee was assembled with the diversity of topics and
demographics within our community in mind. Each proposal was assigned to the committee and subsequently reviewed
by the Tutorial Program Chairs for a final decision, in coordination with the Program Committee Chairs and the General
Chairs. The accepted proposals cover a wide range of exciting topics, including GPU-based query evaluation, human-
computer interaction, conflict-free replicated data types, instance-optimal joins, data management in healthcare, quantum
databases, homomorphic encryption, LLMs in and around databases, agent/database interactions, and vector databases.

VLDB 2026 will offer a diverse set of panels covering Data Agents, HW-SW Co-Design and Research-to-Production
Challenges:

e Data Agents: Rethinking Data Systems in the Al Agent Era
o Moderators: Guoliang Li (Tsinghua University), Yuyu Luo (HKUST (Guangzhou))
o Panelists: Carsten Binnig (TU Darmstadt), Samuel Madden (MIT), Fatma Ozcan (Google), Aditya
Parameswaran (UC Berkeley), Nan Tang (HKUST (Guangzhou)), Immanuel Trummer (Cornell
University), and Eugene Wu (Columbia University)
e  HW-SW Co-Design for Databases in the Age of Al-for-Systems
o Moderator: Monica Chiosa (MIT)
o Panelists: Jana Giceva (TU Munich), Tae Jun Ham (Google), Matteo Interlandi (Microsoft Gray Systems
Lab), Vasiliki (Vasia) Kalavri (Boston University), and Clemens Lutz (NVIDIA)
e  Publish or Ship? The Research-to-Production Gap in Data Systems
o Moderator: Subarna Chatterjee (IBM WatsonX)
o Panelists: Natacha Crooks (UC Berkeley), Carlo Curino (Microsoft Gray Systems Lab), Sudipto Das
(Databricks), Andreas Kipf (University of Technology Nuremberg), Ryan Marcus (University of
Pennsylvania), and Yuanyuan Tian (Microsoft Gray Systems Lab)
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VLDB 2026 received 21 Workshop proposals. Like previous years, we decided to accept a larger number of workshops to
ensure a good diversity of topics and allow new and revived workshops to establish themselves with sufficiently many
submissions. After reviewing the proposals and evaluating their merits based on their history, relevance of topics, and
distinctiveness, we accepted 12 proposals directly. For five additional proposals, we identified overlaps in their topics. We
therefore encouraged the respective organizers to merge their proposals and organize joint workshops. As a result, we
ended up with 14 high-quality workshops (8 full-day and 6 half-day). This year’s conference program included the following
workshops:

Monday, August 31:

e ADMS: The 17th International Workshop on Accelerating Analytics and Data Management Systems Using Modern
Processor and Storage Architectures (Chairs: Rajesh Bordawekar, Tirthankar Lahiri)

e  AIDB: The 7th Applied Al for Database Systems and Applications (Chairs: Thaleia Dimitra Doudali, Subru Krishnan,
Konstantinos Kanellis)

e  NOVAS: Novel Optimization for Visionary Al Systems (Chairs: Gerardo Vitagliano, Chunwei Liu, Liana Patel, Rana
Shahout, Andreas Kipf, Paolo Papotti)

e (QDB: The 15th International Workshop on Quality in Databases (Chairs: Lorena Etcheverry, Steven Euijong
Whang, Cinzia Cappiello)

e  TPCTC: The 18th TPC Technology Conference on Performance Evaluation and Benchmarking (Chairs: Raghunath
Nambiar, Meikel Poess)

Friday, September 4:

e  Agents+Graphs: The 3rd International Workshop on Data Management Opportunities in Bringing Agents with
Graph Data (Chairs: Yixiang Fang, Arijit Khan, Tianxing Wu, Da Yan)

e  BioDMS: Workshop on Biomedical Data Management Systems (Chairs: Bojan Karlas, Gerardo Vitagliano, Benjamin
Gyori, Ulf Leser)

e CDMS: The Fourth International Workshop on Composable Data Management Systems (Chairs: Satya Valluri,
Mohamed Zait)

e  DASHSys: Workshop on Systems for Data-centric Agents with Human-in-the-loop (Chairs: Yiru Chen, Kun Qian,
Estevam Hruschka, Zhengjie Miao, Dan Zhang, Sajjadur Rahman, Anna Fariha, Sainyam Galhotra, Umar Farooq
Minhas, Sepanta Zeighami)

e ADS: The Joint Workshop on Agentic Data Systems and Data-Centric Al (Chairs: Guoliang Li, Yuyu Luo, Ju Fan,
Xuanhe Zhou)

e (QCDKM: Quantum Computing and Data/Knowledge Management (Chairs: Haridimos Kondylakis, Stefanie
Scherzinger, Bettina Kemme, Vasilis Efthymiou, Yannis Tzitzikas, Manuel Wimmer, Jose Garcia-Alonso)

e TaDA: The 4th International Workshop on Tabular Data Analysis (Chairs: Vasilis Efthymiou, Oktie Hassanzadeh,
Chuan Lei, Kavitha Srinivas)

e  SCCP: Symposium on Consistency Checking Principles (Chairs: Cheng Tan, Shuai Mu, Hengfeng Wei, Si Liu)
VecDB: The 2nd Workshop on Vector Databases (Chairs: Yusuke Matsui, Martin Aumuller, Magdalen Manohar,
Harsha Simhadri)

VLDB 2026 features 2 Keynote talks:
e The Three Golden Ages of Database Engineering: From SIGMOD '85 to the Agentic Era (Dr. Reynold Xin,
Databricks)
e Efficient and Reliable Systems for Building Foundation Models at Scale (Dr. Jingren Zhou, Alibaba Cloud)

In addition, VLDB 2026 hosts a special “Return to Boston” event: The first VLDB conference was held in 1975 in the Boston
area, which was home to many computer companies at the time. After travelling around the world for 50 years, the VLDB
conference returns to Boston in 2026. To mark this momentous occasion, VLDB 2026 is organizing a plenary “Return to
Boston” event to celebrate the impact of VLDB on the global data management community. This event will feature three
sessions:

e  The story of the founding of VLDB in 1975 and what led to its subsequent global footprint, as told by an attendee
of VLDB 1975 who is an active member of our community 50+ years later.

e  The technical impact of some of the key papers from VLDB 1975 that are relevant even today, as told by several
members of our community with interesting perspectives on this topic.

e  The pioneering innovations and global influence of the VLDB conferences over the years, as told by recent VLDB
endowment presidents from around the world.
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Besides the Best Paper and Best Demonstration awards announced during the conference, VLDB 2025 features 3 VLDB
Endowment awards with invited talks in the program:

e 2026 VLDB Test of Time Award: Tyler Akidau, Robert Bradshaw, Craig Chambers, Slava Chernyak, Rafael J.
Fernandez-Moctezuma, Reuven Lax, Sam McVeety, Daniel Mills, Frances Perry, Eric Schmidt, and Sam Whittle
(Google Research) for their VLDB 2015 paper, “The Dataflow Model: A Practical Approach to Balancing
Correctness, Latency, and Cost in Massive-scale, Unbounded, Out-of-order Data Processing.”

e 2026 VLDB Women in Database Research Award: Juliana Freire (New York University) for “pioneering
contributions in provenance, reproducibility and urban data science, and for transformative leadership in the data
management community.”

e 2026 VLDB Early Career Research Contribution Award: Jana Giceva (Technical University of Munich) for
“visionary contributions to building data systems whose core software abstractions decouple logical intent from
physical hardware microarchitectures.”

In closing, we wish to express our collective and heartfelt gratitude to all members of the various program committees and
to our Proceedings Chairs. Their dedication and tireless efforts throughout the past year have been essential to ensuring
the timely publication and high quality of PVLDB Volume 19.
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