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PVLDB: AN EVOLUTIONARY PATH FORWARD

The introduction of the Proceedings of the VLDB, PVLDB for short, in 2008 was in many ways a
revolution. The field of Data Management had, and continues to have, many vibrant conferences and
prestigious journals. PVLDB was introduced as the first journal + conference hybrid, to combine their
strengths and avoid their weaknesses. PVLDB introduced many innovative policies that have been well-
liked by the data management community, such as year-around paper submissions, journal-quality
reviews of conference-style papers, and rapid online publication of accepted papers followed by
presentation at the VLDB conference. But there was also a lack of stability of policies in the early years
of PVLDB, which is not unusual in revolutionary times.

In 2012, the VLDB Endowment created the position of PVLDB Managing Editor to oversee an evolutionary
path forward for PVLDB, by ensuring stability in PVLDB policy across years, and working with the PVLDB
Editors in Chief (who are responsible for the content of PVLDB) on policy innovations. I was appointed as
the PVLDB Managing Editor and the chair of the PVLDB Advisory Committee, which includes Phil
Bernstein, Michael Boehlen, Peter Buneman, Susan Davidson, H. V. Jagadish, Z. Meral Ozsoyoglu, S.
Sudarshan and Gerhard Weikum. Together, we formulated a few principles to help guide PVLDB policy.

A useful analogy is that principles should be concise and stable, akin to the constitution, while policies
can be verbose and evolve over time, akin to laws.

Our first guiding principle is to develop policies that simultaneously increase PVLDB acceptance rates,
improve the quality of PVLDB published papers, and improve the quality of PVLDB reviews. Policies such
as year-around paper submissions and journal-quality reviewing have helped make the magic of this
seemingly impossible principle possible.

Our second guiding principle is to minimize work for all to the extent possible, while satisfying our first
principle; where tradeoffs are required, favor reviewers over associate editors, and associate editors over
the Editors in Chief. Recent PVLDB policies such as workload reduction for reviewers are constructive
instances of our second principle.

Our third, and final, guiding principle is to encourage innovations in submission, reviewing, and
publication processes to enable the first two principles. If an innovation is successful, make it a policy
and apply it consistently across years; if it is not successful, we should fail fast. Recent PVLDB
innovations include soliciting Innovative Systems papers, and Experiments & Analysis track mini papers.

We hope that our principles and policies will provide an evolutionary path forward for PVLDB, one that
ensures stability across years, while enabling the policy innovations that have made PVLDB successful.

Divesh Srivastava, AT&T Labs-Research, USA
PVLDB Managing Editor
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