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LETTER FROM VLDB 2014 GENERAL CHAIR

On behalf of the conference committee for VLDB 2014, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to
Hangzhou, China for the 40th International Conference on Very Large Data Bases. VLDB is a premier
annual conference for data management that attracts a large number of database researchers,
practitioners, developers, and users from all over the world. As has been the practice, the conference
will feature a combination of research and industrial talks, keynotes, tutorials, panels, workshops
(including a Ph.D. workshop), and demonstrations. It will cover visionary ideas, new techniques and
algorithms, technology breakthroughs, major advances in data management principles along with
innovative exciting applications. The plenary sessions, keynotes, and other forums including workshops
will highlight emerging challenges for the data management research community. We are fortunate to
have two leading experts from industry -- Hasso Plattner from SAP and Shivakumar Venkataraman from
Google -- give keynote addresses. To the best of my knowledge, for the first time, we will experiment
with a new model for keynote sessions where the session in addition to the keynote talk also includes a
parallel talk given in response to the keynote from the academic perspectives. Volker Markl and Divy
Agrawal will provide such an academic response to talk by Plattner and Venkataraman respectively. We
hope that the new format helps provide both a more entertaining as well as a broader perspectives
representing both the academic and industrial views.

VLDB 2014 is the first time the conference is being held in mainland China. Hangzhou city, the
conference venue, is a major tourist attraction that offers large number of opportunities for sightseeing
foremost of which is perhaps the very scenic and serene West Lake. Hangzhou is also famous for its
Longjin green tea and for silk. I do hope you do not miss the opportunity to enjoy the wonderful sights,
culture, and cuisine of Hangzhou. Hangzhou, besides being a major tourist destination, is also a major
emerging technology hub often referred to as the “paradise silicon valley” in China. It is home to
Zhejiang University, the local hosts for VLDB 2014 which, established in 1897, has long being considered
as one of the top three universities of China.

The conference would not have been possible without the efforts of a large number of people who have
worked very hard to make the conference a success. I would like to express my gratitude to Dr. Pan
Yunhe for his role as honorary chair for VLDB 2014. I would specially like to acknowledge the
contributions of my General Co-Chair Dr. Chen Chun and the local team headed by the local
Organizations Chair Dr. Lidan Shou. I am very grateful to Lidan for his tireless attention to the minute
details on almost every aspect of the conference organization without which it would have been difficult,
if not impossible, for me to help organize the conference sitting on the other side of the Pacific Ocean. I
would also like to thank the Technical Program Chairs Dr. H. V. Jagadish and Dr. Aoying Zhou and their
team of Research track associate chairs Dr. Shivhath Babu, Dr. Lei Chen, Dr. Graham Cormode, Dr. Bin
Cui, Dr. Wynne Hsu, Dr. Donald Kossman, Dr. Elke Rundensteiner, Dr. Kyuseok Shim, Dr. Wang-Chiew
Tan, Dr. Letizia Tanca, and Dr. Jeffrey Yu for selecting a wonderful set of research papers to be
presented at the conference. Thanks are also due to Dr. Gao Cong and Dr. Jens Dittrich for serving as
Experiments and Analysis Track Associate Chairs; to Dr. Zachary Ivers for serving as the vision track
associate editor; to Dr. Umesh Dayal, Dr. C Mohan, and Dr. Ge Yu for serving as the Industrial and
Applications Track Associate Editors; to Dr. Mong-Li Lee, Dr. Fei Fei Li, and Dr. Sunil Prabhakar for
serving as the demonstration chairs; Dr. Erich Neuhold and Dr. Yunyao Li, IBM for serving as Ph.D.
workshop chairs; Dr. Anastasia Ailamaki and Dr. Kaushik Chakrabarti for their role as workshop chairs;
Dr. Xiaoyong Du, Dr. Murat Kantarcioglu and Dr. Divesh Srivastava for serving as Tutorial chairs; Dr.
Hakan Hacigumus, Dr. Jignesh Patel and Dr. Xiaoyang Sean Wang for serving as Panel Chair; Dr. Vasilis
Vassalos and Dr. Dunlu Peng for serving as publicity chairs; Dr. Li Xiong and Dr. Cong Yu for their role as
Proceedings Chairs; Dr. Sai Wu for his role as Web Management Chair; Dr. Eric Qian for serving as
Treasury Chair; Ke Chen, Cuiping Li for conference and registration management; and Guanmim Guo for
Logo Design. Special thanks to Dr. Mike Carey and Dr. Lizhu Zhou for helping raise sponsorship money in
their role as sponsorship chairs. Last, but not the least, I would like to acknowledge Dr. Kyu-young
Whang (VLDB endowment Liaision) and Dr. Beng-Chin Ooi for their continuous advise and guidance.
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Thanks also to Dr. Themis Palpanas and Yannis Velegrakis (General Chairs, VLDB 2013); and to Dr. Ling
Liu and Dr. Adnan Yazici (General Chairs, VLDB 2012) for sharing their experiences and conference
preparation materials with us.

We are grateful to the generous support of our sponsors: Platinum Sponsors — Alibaba, Couchbase,
CityCloud, Microsoft, Netease, Oracle, SAP; Gold Sponsors — Facebook, HTC, IBM, Google, Pivotal; Silver
Sponsors — Baidu, Intel, Persistent Systems, Tencent; and Bronze Sponsors — Cisco, VMWare, TPC, NEC
Labs America.

Finally, our sincere thanks to the authors of the papers, demos, panelists, speakers and, of course, to the
hard work of the reviewers and to all who contributed to the program. Without your help we would not
have a conference.

Welcome and enjoy the conference as well as the sights, culture, cuisine, and hospitality of the city of
Hangzhou!

Sharad Mehrotra, University of California, Irvine, USA
General Chair, VLDB 2014
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