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LETTER FROM THE GUEST EDITORS 

 

In its 39th edition, the international conference on Very Large Data Bases (VLDB) meets the Dolomites. 
VLDB 2013 is hosted by the Autonomous Province of Trento (Italy), home of the Dolomite Mountains, 
and of the very active research pole of Trento, which includes the University of Trento, the Fondazione 
Bruno Kessler, one of the six European nodes of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology for 
Information and Communication Technologies (EIT ICT), the Trento RISE institution, and research labs 
established by Microsoft, Telecom Italia, and IBM. This is also the home of dbTrento (the Data and 
Information Management group of the University of Trento), which is organizing the current edition of 
VLDB. 
 
This feat would not have been possible without the hard work of the organizing and program 
committees. We are grateful to all members of these committees, which were truly international, 
representing all regions of the globe: the numerous members of the Review Board and the 
Demonstration, Industrial, Reproducibility and Best Paper Committees, the Research Track Associate 
Editors Ashraf Aboulnaga, Sihem Amer-Yahia, Chee Yong Chan, Yanlei Diao, Ada Waichee Fu, Johannes 
Gehrke, Alon Halevy, Jayant Haritsa, Nikos Mamoulis, Thomas Neumann, Dan Olteanu, Divesh Srivastava 
and Jens Teubner, the Experiments and Analysis Track Associate Editor Stefan Manegold, the Industrial 
and Applications Track Associate Editors Min Wang and Cong Yu, the Tutorial Chairs Serge Abiteboul, 
Gianni Mecca and Haixun Wang, the Panel Chairs, Shivnath Babu, Stavros Harizopoulos and Ihab Ilyas, 
the Demonstrations Chairs Jun Yang, Dimitrios Gunopoulos and Letizia Tanca, the PhD Workshop Chairs 
Angela Bonifati, Sanjay Chawla and Chris Jermaine, the Workshop Chairs Tiziana Catarci, AnHai Doan and 
Tova Milo, and the Reproducibility Chairs Philippe Bonnet, Juliana Freire and Dennis Shasha. We would 
specifically like to thank Michael Böhlen and Christoph Koch, the Program Chairs, for their excellent 
cooperation, and Paolo Atzeni, Stefano Ceri and John Mylopoulos, our Advisory Board. We would like to 
recognize the precious help of our sponsors and congratulate the Sponsorship Chairs Sam Madden, Vasilis 
Vassalos and Paolo Merialdo for their truly successful mission, the Web Management Chair Francesco 
Guerra for his continuous availability and responsiveness, the Publicity Chair Tasos Kementsietsidis, and 
the Treasury Chair Marios Hadjieleftheriou. Special thanks go to the Proceedings Chair Stratis Viglas for 
the excellent work he did despite the excess load, and the Registrations Chair Periklis Andritsos for the 
efficient and effective handling of the complex registration task. We acknowledge the help and support of 
the University of Trento, of the Conference Office and in particular Mara Tomasi, the OKKAM team and 
Daniel Giacomuzzi in particular, and of the Conference Center staff of Riva del Garda. We are grateful to 
the dbTrento students and all our volunteers, for their time and efforts: Siarhei Bykau, Alessandro 
Camerra, Cristiana Chitic, Christina Christodoulakis, Alberto Cordioli, Michele Dallachiesa, Zolzaya 
Dashdorj, Cong Dinh, Vincenzo Falletta, Matteo Lissandrini, Katya Mirylenka, Daniil Mirylenka, Paramita 
Mirza, Davide Mottin, Dimitra Papadimitriou, Pavlos Paraskevopoulos, Mikalai Tsytsarau and Kostas 
Zoumpatianos. Last but not least, we would like to thank Costanza Vettori, our administrative assistant 
that so successfully coordinated everything and made sure that no detail slipped our attention.  
 
In this edition of the VLDB conference, we have an active involvement of the local industry, in an effort 
to further disseminate and promote the thoughts, ideas and work of the VLDB community, and to cross-
fertilize them with those of the local entities. We believe that such efforts can play a significant role in the 
exchange of results and practical experiences, as well as in the growth of VLDB in the long run. 
 
For this trade of ideas to take place, we could not think of a better setting than the picturesque town of 
Riva, on the north shore of Lake Garda. In the 17th century, Lake Garda became a popular destination 
for young central-European nobility, and all towns around the lake are rich in history waiting to be 
discovered. And those of you, who think better in (literally) thin air, should not miss the opportunity to 
visit the Dolomite Mountains (part of the Eastern Alps), which are a UNESCO World Heritage Site. These 
magnificent and impressive mountains offer numerous opportunities for hikes, mountaineering, rock 
climbing, as well as for brainstorming. 
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Welcome to VLDB 2013 in Riva del Garda; we hope that you find the technical program, as well as the 
hosting city and region equally exciting and enticing! 
 

Themis Palpanas, University of Trento 

Yannis Velegrakis, University of Trento 

General Chairs, VLDB 2013 

 

 


