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LETTER FROM THE ASSOCIATE EDITORS

On the occasion of this seventh issue of the Proceedings of the VLDB Endowment (PVLDB, vol. 5), we would like
to take the opportunity to comment on the Experimental & Analysis Track we have had the honor to chair during
this period.

The Experiments & Analysis Track is a pioneering effort to provide more recognition to papers that make strong,
practical contributions to the database community. It was created in 2008 with the goal of providing a more adequate
review process for papers covering experimental and systems work. This track also opens up a venue to valuable
research that enriches the conference and fosters an ongoing scientific discussion on published work beyond the
presentation at the conference. The E&A track, combined with the additional freedom and flexibility afforded by
the PVLDB format, enables us to take a new approach to reviewing which we hope will benefit our research
community not only by helping establish a complete record of its achievements but also by maintaining an active,
ongoing scientific discourse on its results.

This issue contains six papers from the Research Track and two from the Experiments and Analysis Track. One of
these latter papers is an excellent example of why a journal-style review process is helpful for identifying valuable
contributions that do not fit the traditional model of research papers. The paper elaborates on results published at an
earlier database conference and discusses both the validity of the complexity claims as well as the experimental
results of the original paper, pointing out that these ideas had been used without questioning in a number of
subsequent papers. The review process for such papers is long and involved, including multiple rounds of reviews
by the program committee, feedback from the authors of the work being discussed, evaluation of the feedback, and
detailed suggestions for authors to improve their paper. The PVLDB format makes this comprehensive review
process possible.

We are thankful to the Program Committee of the Experiments and Analysis Track for their responsiveness and
constant feedback. We would also like to thank the entire PVLDB editorial board for their continuous support
throughout the review cycle, and to authors for working closely with reviewers to produce high-quality
contributions.

The program for the VLDB 2012 conference, which includes all the papers that appear in this and previous volumes,
is looking increasingly attractive and exciting. We look forward to seeing you all in Istanbul.

Gustavo Alonso, ETH Zurich, Switzerland

Juliana Freire, Polytechnic Institute of New York University, USA
Associate Editors, Proceedings of the VLDB Endowment, Volume 5
Experiments and Analysis Track PC Co-Chairs, VLDB 2012
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