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EDITORIAL
 
As Associate Editors of PVLDB Vol 14 Research Track, specifically for the inaugural year of the Scalable Data Science 
(SDS) category, we are delighted to present this seventh issue of the volume. Going over the papers in this issue 
holistically, even just this one issue exemplifies the incredible breadth and depth, as well as intellectual diversity of the 
VLDB community on all aspects of data management research. We observe at least three kinds of diversity: 
  
First, the topics of the papers in this issue span a diverse set of timely and interesting problems, including both 
traditional topics, such as stream processing, storage systems, transactions, data mining, graph mining, and data 
cleaning, as well as the emerging strong bidirectional bridges between the worlds of DB and ML/AI. This includes an 
SDS paper that leverages incremental computation to enable more scalability for a well-known matching algorithm, 
thus devising a more practical approach. This paper also evaluates its ideas on interesting new real-world datasets 
from an industry that has become a key part of our modern app-driven lives, namely ride-sharing apps. While a more 
comprehensive overview of the inaugural year of SDS will be released in due course, we observe that many of this 
paper’s attributes – important practical problem, interesting technical contributions (even if not entirely novel), use of 
real-world datasets, evaluation of scalability, and high potential for (or already demonstrated) practical impact – were 
a common theme for all accepted SDS papers in Vol 14 so far. We believe all this reflects the early success of the 
aspirational goals and rationales of this new category under the Research Track. 
  
Second, there are no less than 5 kinds of publications in this one issue! This includes all 4 kinds of Research Track 
papers: 7 Regular papers, 2 Vision papers, 1 SDS paper, and 1 Experiments, Analysis, and Benchmarks (EAB) paper. 
Finally, there is also 1 Errata for a prior PVLDB paper, demonstrating the continued appeal of this healthy publishing 
practice. This shows that the carefully designed multi-track, multi-category approach of PVLDB continues to inspire 
these various forms of research, each of which brings something different and valuable to the table. 
  
Finally, the amazing geographic diversity of the VLDB community is also well-reflected in just this single issue, with the 
authors spanning 11 nations across 4 continents. Just over half the papers have at least one author with an affiliation 
in the USA; exactly half have at least one author from Asia-Pacific; a third from Europe; and one from the Middle East. 
As different computing research communities aim to expand their geographic footprint, the geographic diversity of the 
VLDB community remains a source of strength for its research output. 
  
Almost all the papers in this issue were published after a revision, demonstrating the continued utility and benefit of 
this mechanism for both the quality and quantity of VLDB publications to remain healthy. As more computing research 
communities start adopting this mechanism after seeing PVLDB’s decade of success with this approach, we hope more 
computing venues’ peer review processes become more conversational and less adversarial. 
We wish you good health as the pandemic thankfully comes to an end. Our best wishes for a successful hybrid VLDB 
2021 conference. We look forward to it and to the return of normalcy with regular in-person events that enable true 
interaction and networking among all researchers and practitioners in the VLDB community. 
 
Arun Kumar, Alon Halevy, and Nesime Tatbul 
Associate Editors for Scalable Data Science Research Category 


