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Outline

Performance, performance and performance used to be the three

lished works indeed include an experimental evaluation of the pro- cial systems and non-commercial research prototypes, when
posed techniques. However, such evaluations are sometimes seen assessing the performance of research prototypes? Is the
as a"must-have” eating up the valuable space where one could de-  comparison possible, given the large difference in the amount

scribe new ideas. The experimental evaluations end up being short, of man-month invested on the two sides ? Is the comparison

lacking important information to interpret and/or reproduce the re- meaningful, given all the constraints under which commer-

sults, and often end without clear conclusion. _ cial systems operate (multi-user, heavy-weight, real-life ap-
Potential issues of controversy range from the general question, plication constraints...) ?

whether experimental assessment and performance evaluation are
considered part of research or rather part of engineering, to prac- ® Are there classes of papers that do not need experimental
tical problems such as how experiments should be designed, con- validation?
ducted, documented, and interpreted to make the results reproducible
and meaningful for others.

The distinguished panelists will discuss their viewpoints on the
following questions:

necessary information to reproduce them? Or would such an
attempt of standardization be "too constraining”?

e Are there other metrics than performance that could/should
be assessed empirically? If so which (e.g., usability/applicability,
expressiveness), and how?

e EXPDB started in 2006 [1] (and continues in 2007 [2]) as a
satellite SIGMOD workshop series focused on performance
evaluation in database research. Should such issues be dis-
cussed in a separate forum, or should we "bring them to the
mainstream” ?

e What are the requirements for a credible experimental as-
sessment ?

e When reviewing a submitted work, how much should we ac-
cept "based on trust” and what would be the "minimal proof
requirements” ? ..
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Torsten Grust (Technical U. Munich, Germany) Torsten Grust is

professor for Database Systems at the Technische Univer-

e Are current experimental benchmarks up to the task? Are
they sufficiently used?

e Should we modify the reviewing process for big conferences
to:

— raise the requirements for experimental studies in "nor-

sitaet Muenchen, Munich, Germany. His research interests
range from database-supported XML processing, database
query languages and query optimization to functional pro-
gramming languages and compiler construction.

mal” papers?

- . Martin Kersten (CWI, The Netherlands) Martin Kersten is head
— solicit more disclosure of data and code?

of the department of Information Systems at CWI, the Dutch
national research institute for mathematics and computer sci-
ence in Amsterdam, and full professor in Multimedia Databases
at the University of Amsterdam. His research interests in-
clude database architectures, data mining techniques, multi-
media databases as well as design and development database
systems, both research prototypes and open source systems.

— highlight that a really deep experimental study actually
makes a contribution by itself? and if so, how?

e Would a requirements list or even template for an "Experi-
mental Assessment” section help to ensure standardized and
complete presentation of both experimental results and the

Paul Larson (Microsoft, USA) Paul Larson is a senior researcher
in the Database Group at Microsoft Research, part of Mi-
crosoft. His research is in the area of databases, in particular
mid-tier database caching, query processing and query opti-
mization.
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His main interests are query optimization and processing,
and XML databases.

Yannis Papakonstantinou (UCSD, USA) Yannis Papakonstanti-
nou is an Associate Professor of Computer Science and En-
gineering at the University of California, San Diego. His
research is in the intersection of database and Internet tech-
nologies. A recipient of the 1998 NSF CAREER award, in
2000 Yannis founded Enosys Software, which built the first
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